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Mel Douglas

ARTIST STATEMENT

Creating my work is integral to the reading of each piece. The slow process of construction and realization manifests in the finished blown and engraved object. I aim to concentrate the viewer’s attention on the proportion and linear relationships of the work. Each line is a unique mark influenced by the object’s physical shape and surface; it is a contour, a stroke, an outline. The repetitious and time-consuming method of mark making is not only a meditative process; in its very creation it describes a singular moment and a certain place.

ARTIST BACKGROUND

Born Burnie, Tasmania, 1978

Currently O’Connor, Australia

Education/Training

2000 B.V.A., Honors, Glass Workshop, School of Art, Australian National University, Canberra

Professional Experience

Lecturer, Glass Workshop, School of Art, Australian National University, Canberra (2009 – present)

2007 Project Officer, Traveling Exhibitions, National Gallery of Australia, Canberra (from 2001)

Selected Exhibitions

2014 LINKS: Australian Glass and the Pacific Northwest, Museum of Glass, Tacoma, Washington

2013 SOFA Chicago (Bullseye Gallery, Portland, Oregon)

2013 Chroma-Culture, Bullseye Gallery, Portland, Oregon

2013 This Fragile Skin, Bullseye Resource Center Bay Area, Emeryville, California

2012 Asaka Corr Douglas Loughlin – Concept Mastery Originality Technique, Lesley

Kehoe Galleries, Melbourne

2012 International Glass Prize, Lommel, Belgium

2012 Word of Mouth: encounters with abstract art, Canberra Museum and Gallery

2012 alphabet, Craft ACT: Craft and Design Centre, Canberra

2011 half-light, Beaver Galleries, Canberra

2011 In the Name of Love, Alexander Tutsek-Stiftung, Munich, Germany

2011 Ranamok Glass Prize, Canberra (and 2003, 2002, 2001)

2011 SOFA West, Santa Fe (Bullseye Gallery, Portland, Oregon) (and 2009)

2011 Geometry, Sabbia Gallery, Sydney

2010 Eventide, Bullseye Gallery, Portland, Oregon

2010 Mind and Matter: Meditations on Immateriality, Object, Sydney

2010 Mind and Matter: Meditations on Immateriality, JamFactory, Adelaide

2010 10 Contemporary Australian Artists: A glass act, Australian Galleries, Melbourne

2010 Art Miami, Florida (Bullseye Gallery, Portland, Oregon) (and 2009)

2009 ARTWORK, Australian National University School of Art Gallery, Canberra

2009 Outside the Ordinary: Contemporary Art in Glass, Wood and Ceramics from

the Wolf Collection, Cincinnati Art Museum, Ohio

2008 SOFA Chicago (Beaver Galleries, Canberra) (and 2007, 2006, 2004, 2003)

2008 Between the Lines, Beaver Galleries, Canberra

2008 Masterworks in Glass, Narek Galleries, Tanja, Australia

2008 In Essence: The Legacy of Stephen Procter, Sabbia Gallery, Sydney

2007 Heartland, Canberra Glassworks

2006 Dense Light, Narek Galleries, Tanja, Australia

2006 Australian Glass 2006, Sandra Ainsley Gallery, Toronto

2006 COLLECT London (Narek Galleries, Tanja, Australia) (and 2004)

2005 Mel Douglas: Recent Works, Habatat Galleries, Chicago

2005 Geometry Rhythm Light: glass and the everyday, Craft ACT: Craft and Design Centre, Canberra

2005 Seeds of Light, Australian National University School of Art Gallery, Canberra

2005 New Directions in Australian Glass, Australian Embassy, Washington, DC

2002 Terra Incognita, Bullseye Gallery, Portland, Oregon

2001 Canberra Meets Venice, Galleria Scaletta di Vetro, Milan, Italy

Collections and Commissions

ACT Legislative Assembly Art Collection, Canberra

Art Gallery of South Australia, Adelaide

National Gallery of Australia, Canberra

Cincinnati Art Museum, Ohio

Corning Museum of Glass, New York

Parliament House Art Collection, Canberra

Canberra Museum and Gallery

Wagga Wagga Art Gallery – National Art Glass Collection, Australia

Australian National University Art Collection, Canberra

Chapel Windows, Canberra Hospital

North Lands Creative Glass, Collection of Contemporary Glass, Lybster, Scotland

Tutsek-Stiftung Collection, Munich, Germany

Glasmuseet Ebeltoft, Denmark

Awards, Honors & Grants

2012 New Work Grant, Australia Council for the Arts (and 2006)

2012 Finalist, International Glass Prize, Lommel, Belgium

2011 People’s Choice Award, Ranamok Glass Prize, Canberra

2011 Finalist, Tom Malone Prize, Art Gallery of Western Australia, Perth

2007 Young Glass 2007, winner of the Lino Taliapietra Prize, Glasmuseet Ebeltoft, Denmark

2002 Ranamok Glass Prize, Canberra

Publications

2013 Halper, Vicki et al. Links: Australian Glass and the Pacific Northwest,

University of Washington Press.

2006 Osborne, Margot. Australian Glass Today, Wakefield Press.

2005 New Glass Review 26, Corning Museum of Glass.

2004 Craft Arts International, Issue 59 (and 58, 56, 54, 51, 47).

2003 New Glass Review 24, Corning Museum of Glass.
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